Getting to Graduation and Beyond
Kansas | Transitional Aged Youth Seminar Series
June 6th and June 13th

Today’s Agenda:
● Introductions
● Homelessness & Education
○ Statistics
○ K-12 McKinney-Vento Rights
○ Need for Higher Education
● National Best Practices and Barriers
● Q&A

Introductions

Jillian Sitjar
Senior Higher Education Program Manager
SchoolHouse Connection

About SchoolHouse Connection
SchoolHouse Connection works to overcome
homelessness through education. We provide strategic
advocacy and practical assistance in partnership with
schools, early childhood programs, institutions of higher
education, service providers, families, and youth.
●
●
●
●
●
●

Federal and state policy advocacy
Q&A from our inbox
Webinars and implementation tools
Youth leadership and scholarship
FB Group: facebook.com/groups/SchoolHouseConnection
Newsletter: schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up/

Introductions
● Name
● What was the last
show/movie/song/book you
watched/listened/read?

Polls
When you think of homelessness, what
comes to mind?

Definition of “homeless”:
Who is eligible for McKinney-Vento services?
Children and youth who lack a ﬁxed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.
11434a(2)

● Sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or
similar reason.
[78% of identiﬁed MV students in 2019–20]
● Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of
alternative adequate accommodations.
[Motels: 7% of identiﬁed MV students in 2019–20]

Definitions (cont.)
● Living in emergency or transitional shelters.
[11% of identiﬁed MV students in 2019–20]
● Living in a public or private place not designed for or regularly used as
accommodations.
● Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or
train stations, or similar settings.

What is substandard? Check utilities; infestations; mold; dangers
U.S. Department of Education Guidance, 2018, Question A3

Homelessness
Has Many Faces
●
●
●
●
●

Staying in a motel (whether paid by
parent or by charity/government)
Staying with other people following
an eviction
Staying at a domestic violence
shelter or other shelter
Rotating among many houses
Squeezed into a ﬁfth-wheel

1.3 million
● Students experiencing homelessness, preK-12, identiﬁed by public schools in
2019-2020.
● Many schools have reported challenges identifying and communicating with
students experiencing homelessness during the pandemic.

Source: National Center for Homeless Education (2021). National Overview.

Over 4 million
Unaccompanied homeless youth ages 14-24.
●

Prevalence is statistically the same in rural and urban areas.

Source: Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago (2017). Voices of Youth Count.

Educational Impacts
●

●

●

42% of students who experienced homelessness say they
dropped out of school at least once; 60% say it was hard to
stay in school while they were homeless.
Homelessness is associated with an 87% likelihood of
dropping out of school, chronic absenteeism, and
disproportionate school discipline.
Over time, the achievement gaps between homeless and
low-income elementary students tend to persist and may even
worsen.

*https://voicesofyouthcount.org/brief/national-estimates-of-youth-homelessness/

Federal Law that Provide Education Protection
McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program

Every local educational agency (LEA) must
Designate a McKinney-Vento Liaison
The liaison must be able to carry out the ten duties outlined in the law,
including:
● Identify McKinney-Vento students
● Post public notice of McKinney-Vento rights to parents and youth
● Provide professional development and support on McKinney-Vento to
school staff

Know Your Rights Under McKinney-Vento
● Staying in the same school even if you move, and receive transportation
to that school, as long as it is in your best interest
● Enrolling in school immediately without the documents school usually
require, and without a parent or guardian
● Receiving free school meals
● Getting help with school supplies and other needs

Know Your Rights Under McKinney-Vento
As a Parent/Caregiver
●

Keeping your children in the same school even if you move, and receiving
transportation to that school, as long as it is in the student’s best interest

●

Enrolling in school immediately without the documents schools usually require

●

Receiving free school meals

●

Getting help with school supplies and other needs

●

Receiving extra support for youth who are on their own

●

Connecting young children with early childhood services

How to Get Help
Contact your school’s district local homeless education liaison!
● Every school district is required to designate a local homeless education liaison who
is responsible for helping children and youth experiencing homelessness and
connecting them to local resources
If you don’t who this person is, you can ask a counselor, teacher, or another trusted adult to
put you in contact.
Click here to ﬁnd the local contact information for your liaison or contact your state
homeless coordinator Maureen Ruhlman since contact information may change frequently
due to staff turnover

Higher Education: Why it Matters for Homeless Youth
●
●

●

Some form of postsecondary education is necessary for jobs that pay enough to lift
out of poverty and afford housing
Securing a job is harder now than before due to the rising cost of postsecondary
education, limited access to high-quality work-based learning, and the absence of
comprehensive counseling and career navigation services
Higher education is also associated with better health and other indicators of
well-being.

What do Young People Need to be Successful in School?
Youth with lived
experience said:

Connection to positive, supportive adults

Stability - diﬃcult to meet educational
needs when you can't meet basic needs

Help navigating ﬁnancial aid
Knowledge of existing campus support
programs and resources (social media,
word of mouth, visibility: posters, ﬂyers)

Polls
What topic area do you feel like you need more
assistance with?

Best Practices & Barriers

➔ Getting to Graduation
➔ Transition from High School to College
➔ Financial Aid
➔ Campus Supports

Getting to Graduation
Barriers
Pandemic Impact, Academics, Credits
Best Practices
Graduation Coaches, SAT/ACT waivers, Additional tutoring

Transition from High School
Barriers
● Lack of connection
● Not knowing college is a
possibility
● Navigating ﬁnancial aid
● College search
● Summer melt

Best Practices
● College preparation - starting
before senior year
● McKinney-Vento campus tours
● Financial aid assistance
● Scholarships
● Summer bridge programs
● Partnerships with colleges for
warm-handoff

The SchoolHouse Connection Youth Leadership and Scholarship Program
Helping Students Experiencing Homelessness Get To and Through Higher Education

$2000
Scholarship Award

Trip to a National Awards Trip to Washington, DC
Ceremony
One Year Later

One on One Support from
Staff

National Network of
Peers and Mentors

Eligibility:
●
●
●
●

Residing in the United States (undocumented applicants are eligible)
Born On or After October 15, 2002
Beginning College for the First Time in 2023
○ Four Year, Community College, or Trade School
Experienced Homelessness in the Last Six Years

2022
APPLICATION DATES
JUNE 15- OCTOBER 15

Financial Aid
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is a
form used to apply for ﬁnancial aid for college
Student loans, in addition to scholarships and grants,
can help pay for college
Federal Pell Grants - some students might be eligible for
Pell Grants based on student’s ﬁnancial need
Different types of loans (federal, subsidized,
unsubsidized, private) which vary by provider, interest
rate, and terms of repayment

HOMELESS/HOMELESSNESS:
An individual who lack a ﬁxed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth - A youth under 24 who is considered homeless from
the deﬁnition above and is not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.
At risk of being homelessness - When a student’s housing may cease to be ﬁxed,
regular, and adequate. For example, a student who is being evicted and unable to ﬁnd
ﬁxed, regular, and adequate housing
Self-Supporting - When a student pays for his/her living expenses including a “ﬁxed,
regular, and adequate” housing

If you are an unaccompanied
homeless youth (UHY) or at risk of
homelessness and self-supporting,
you will be considered an independent
student.
Independent students do not need to
include parental information on the
FAFSA
If you are experiencing homelessness
with your family, you will ﬁll the
FAFSA as instructed

Greg is a senior and had to ﬂee his home after
experiencing physical abuse by his mom and her new
boyfriend. When Greg left, he had nowhere to go, but
thankfully a friend said he could sleep on their couch for
a few days. Greg knows that his mom’s home is not a
safe place and therefore, continues to stay temporarily
with friends. Would Greg be considered an
unaccompanied homeless youth?

Jessica is a sophomore in high school. She is with her
immediate family and some of her extended family
members in a crowded one-bedroom apartment. Most
of the time there is no room to study and the apartment
is ﬁlled with food, trash, and other items. Would Jessica
be considered an unaccompanied homeless youth?

Financial Aid Best Practices
● Start ﬁlling out the FAFSA immediately on Oct. 1st
● Use an email address that you will have access after
graduating from high school (like a gmail account)
● Provide necessary documentation
● Reminder - you must ﬁll out the FAFSA every year
● Familiarize yourself with the ﬁnancial aid oﬃce

Help is on the Horizon:
The FAFSA Simplification Act is Now Law!
● The “FAFSA Simpliﬁcation Act” was included in Section 701 of Title VII, of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, H.R. 133.
● Signed into law on December 27, 2020 for the 2023-2024 award year
● FAFSA Simpliﬁcation Delays for 1 year - Hopefully all FAFSA changes will be
fully implemented for the 2024-2025 award year, but due to our advocacy efforts
homeless and foster youth provisions will be implemented for this upcoming
FAFSA on Oct. 1st

NEW FAFSA PROVISIONS - Applicable for the upcoming
Oct. 1st FAFSA
Authorized Entities to Verify UHY Status
●

●

●

Homeless or foster care status
does not need to be redetermined
every year
Determinations of unaccompanied
homeless youth and foster youth
status must be made as quickly as
practicable
More oﬃcials and programs are
authorized to verify that an
applicant is an unaccompanied
homeless youth

Source: https://schoolhouseconnection.org/the-fafsa-simpliﬁcation-act/

●
●

●
●

School district liaison
Director or designee of a director of an
emergency or transitional shelter, street
outreach program, homeless youth drop-in
center, or other programs serving individuals
experiencing homelessness
Director or designee of a director of a
program funded under TRIO or GEAR UP
Financial aid administrators (both at current
institutions or at another institution who
previously made a determination

NEW FAFSA PROVISIONS - Applicable for the upcoming
Oct. 1st FAFSA
●

●

Financial aid administrators must consider and accept documentation from one of the
authorized entities who are authorized to verify a youth’s status as an unaccompanied
homeless youth
Financial aid administrators must make a determination for unaccompanied homeless
youth status for those who cannot get determiniations from other authorities
○ Determinations must be based on a written statement or a documented interview
with a student
○ Determinations must be based on the legal deﬁnition of homelessness and
unaccompanied - focus on the IF, not the WHY

Source: https://schoolhouseconnection.org/the-fafsa-simpliﬁcation-act/

Campus Resources
●
●
●
●
●

Admissions
Health Center
Financial Literacy
Student Activities
Work-based Learning
Opportunities(interns
hips, apprenticeship)

●
●
●
●

Housing
Mentoring
Academic Advising
Counseling and Mental
Health

●
●
●

Equal opportunity
Centers
Student advocacy
groups
Learning disabilities
services

Federal Advocacy
●

Four Federal Bills for Homeless and Foster Youth
○ Higher Education Access and Success for Homeless &
Foster Youth (HEASHFY)
○ Foster Success in Higher Education
○ Helping Foster and Homeless Youth Achieve
○ Fostering Postsecondary Success for Foster and
Homeless Youth Act

●

Homeless Children and Youth Act (HCYA)

State Policy for College Students
Experiencing Homelessness
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Homeless Higher Education Liaisons
Housing Priority
Priority Enrollment
Financial Aid (SAP)
Tuition/Grants/Fee Waivers
In-State Tuition
Work Study
Housing Support Programs

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/state-laws-supporting-college-students-experiencing-homelessness/

QUESTIONS

Resources & Contact Information

● Higher Education Page
○ Tips for helping homeless youth succeed - living documents
● Higher Education Archived Webinars
● Youth Leadership and Scholarship Program
● FAFSA Page
● Jillian - jillian@schoolhouseconnection.org

